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RESEARCH TITLE

THE EFFECTS OF THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC: BETWEEN
RESTRICTIONS AND POTENTIAL ABUSES

Abstract

This research aimed to identify the extent to which exceptional circumstances affect public
rights and freedoms under established international protection. The research followed a
descriptive-analytical approach and a historical approach. The research reached several
conclusions, the most important of which is that exceptional circumstances, or what is
known as a state of emergency, are the presence of a set of objective circumstances
containing general risks that affect the security, public order, and stability of citizens, which
necessitate the application of the measures stipulated in the Emergency Law. The research
also found that the spread of democratic awareness and the rooting of the theory of public
rights and freedoms in the conscience of citizens have an effective impact on shaping public
opinion, which can play a role in protecting freedoms during exceptional circumstances. The
research came up with several recommendations, the most important of which is the need to
resort to implementing exceptional or extraordinary procedures and measures to address
these risks in @ manner appropriate to them, and which is considered necessary to confront
their consequences, including imposing restrictions on individuals' exercise of some of their
rights and freedoms. The research also recommended not following a single pattern at all
times, as states witness from time to time different forms of exceptional circumstances that
may pose a threat to their very entity and existence.

Key Words: exceptional circumstances, COVID-19 pandemic, restrictions on rights and
freedoms, legal response to the pandemic.
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