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RESEARCH TITLE

ETHNIC CONFLICTS IN AFRICA: SIERRA LEONE AS A MODEL

Abstract

The conflict in Sierra Leone is one of the bloodiest and most complex civil conflicts in the
African continent in recent decades. This conflict was not just an internal war between
conflicting parties, but rather a reflection of the intertwining of local, regional and
international factors, all of which contributed to creating an environment of political and
social instability.

The conflict was characterized by its brutality and disastrous effects on civilians, which

made it the focus of researchers to understand its causes, motives and extended effects. This
conflict was closely linked to Sierra Leone’s natural resources, especially the diamond trade,
which transformed from a source of economic support to a tool for financing war and
sustaining violence. However, diamonds were not the only factor in the conflict, as issues of
chronic poverty, institutional corruption and the absence of social justice played a
fundamental role in fueling and escalating the war.
This research seeks to provide a comprehensive analysis of the conflict in Sierra Leone, by
examining its historical roots and its economic, political and social dimensions. It also
focuses on the role of different actors, whether internal such as rebel movements and the
government, or external such as the United Nations and regional powers. In addition, the
research discusses the impact of the war on the internal society, with special attention to the
mechanisms of reconciliation and reconstruction.

Key Words: The concept of conflict, the African continent, Sierra Leone.
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