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Abstract

This research aims to study the 1997 United Nations Convention on the Construction of
Dams on International Rivers and to explain its importance, the most important features and
the articles included in this agreement. The research followed the analytical approach and
reached several results, the most important of which is that there is no jurisprudential
agreement on the definition of the general principles of law, nor is there a legal text that
defines them accurately, but it is possible to define them as ((those legal principles that
countries adopt and apply in their legal systems and regulate their foreign relations with
other countries and international organizations while committing not to neglect or violate
them, as it is considered an illegal act that entails legal responsibility in some cases or
international morality)). The research also concluded that the legal nature of the general
principles of law at the level of international law is not agreed upon, but we find that
international judiciary has referred to some of these principles explicitly in some of the
rulings it has issued. The research presented several recommendations, the most important of
which is calling on the United Nations to introduce amendments to the 1997 agreement by
tightening penalties on countries that violate the provisions of this agreement to be a
deterrent tool for any country thinking of violating this agreement.

Key Words: Principles, Dams, Convention, United Nations.
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