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RESEARCH TITLE

THE LEGAL SYSTEM FOR DETERMINING MARITIME
BASELINES UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF PUBLIC
INTERNATIONAL LAW

Abstract

Maritime baselines are one of the basic pillars in defining the maritime scope of
countries according to international law, specifically the 1982 United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea. These lines represent the point from which the measurement of the
territorial sea, contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone, and continental shelf begins.
These lines are divided into the normal baseline, which is determined at the lowest level of
the islands along the coast, as shown on official internationally recognized maps, The
straight baseline, which is used when the coast is winding or contains a group of islands
close to the main coast, and the baselines in archipelagos that apply to archipelagic countries
(such as Indonesia and the Philippines), and this contributes to defining the maritime borders
of the state, ensuring national sovereignty, regulating maritime traffic, and settling maritime
disputes.

Key Words: Maritime baseline, territorial sea, maritime zones, law of the sea.
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