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Abstract

International jurisprudence has differed in determining the description of employees of
private military and security companies, and their legal status. Are they mercenaries,
fighters or civilians?.

Despite the difficulty and differences in determining the legal status of employees of these
companies, they are obligated to adhere to a set of controls and procedures that prevent
violating the law and evading responsibility.

This study relied on the legal approach and the descriptive analytical approach by studying
and analyzing various legal texts to determine the legal status of employees of military and
security companies in public international law and its relevant branches.

This study aims to shed light on the legal status of employees of these companies in
relevant international laws, and determine responsibility for their actions in violation of
international humanitarian law and international human rights law, which requires the
responsibility of the state contracting with private military and security companies, for
serious violations committed by these employees, In particular, the criminal liability of
employees of these companies for crimes committed during their participation in the armed
conflict, Despite the difficulties faced in prosecuting these employees criminally before
national courts, However, they can be prosecuted and tried before international criminal
courts.

Key Words: Private military and security company employees, mercenaries, combatants,
civilians.
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